
Background
Research indicates that up to 65 percent 
of emerging infectious diseases are 
zoonotic. This discovery has contributed  
to the One World, One Health (OWOH) 
paradigm, which underscores the increas- 
ing interaction between humans and 
domestic and wild animals within a 
shrinking environment. Although the 
OWOH theme has gained support in the 
scientific community, formal training rarely 
integrates medical, veterinary, and public 
health disciplines to address emerging 
zoonotic disease.

The USAID-funded Stamping Out 
Pandemic and Avian Influenza (STOP 
AI) global project is designed to prepare 
those responsible for the planning, surveil-
lance, response to and prevention of 
highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI 
H5N1). Since its inception, STOP AI has 
drawn upon veterinary and human medical 
disciplines, public health, and the social 
sciences to design its training programs.  
Through practical field experience, STOP 
AI determined  that effective training 
requires an integration of veterinary, 
medical, and public health expertise and 
services.
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Conclusion
The zoonotic nature of emerging diseases 
has brought medical and veterinary 
communities into closer working relation-
ships, but with limited impact on their 
respective training activities. The STOP AI 
project in Africa is a leading example of 
the type of innovative training programs 
needed to better prepare medical, public 
health, and veterinary practitioners to 
address emerging infectious diseases.

Results
The STOP AI integrated training modules 
have repeatedly been field-tested with 
combined groups of human and veteri-
nary medical practitioners throughout 
sub-Saharan Africa. STOP AI monitored 
group response and uptake and assessed 
comprehension of the new materials 
through observation and written evalu-
ations. The result is an integrated core 
curriculum on HPAI that the University of 
Ghana’s School of Public Health plans to 
offer as a master’s degree course elective 
in the spring of 2010.

Methods
STOP AI training modules—on HPAI  
epidemiology, risk assessment, surveil-
lance, outbreak response, biosafety and 
biosecurity—were subsequently integrated 
by teams of veterinary, medical, public 
health, and socioeconomics professionals 
to represent interaction between the disci-
plines at all stages of planning, surveil-
lance, and response to HPAI. For example, 
outbreak investigation teams include indi-
viduals from both veterinary and medical 
disciplines, and traceback and contact 
tracing consider interspecies virus trans-
mission. Adult education specialists 
worked with STOP AI technical team 
members to create clear messages and 
mechanisms to convey the information.
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